In preparing for this morning I came across a prophetic word for our church from 18 years ago. It was given by a guest speaker, Matilda Kipfer, who was here for a women's retreat and afterward shared a scripture with us which she felt was a promise God was giving us as a church.
In preparing for this morning I came across a prophetic word for our church from 18 years ago. It was given by a guest speaker, Matilda Kipfer, who was here for a women's retreat and afterward shared a scripture with us which she felt was a promise God was giving us as a church.
That Scripture is found in Isaiah 54.
In this passage Isaiah the prophet is prophesying the future glory of Zion. God was promising a day in which He would heal and restore the nation of Israel.
Read Isaiah 54: 2-3 2 "Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide, do not hold back; lengthen your cords, strengthen your stakes. 3 For you will spread out to the right and to the left; your descendants will dispossess nations and settle in their desolate cities.
Matilda felt strongly in her spirit that God was going to enlarge the place of our tent and she prophesied this passage of scripture to us. This word was given before this sanctuary was built and now we are enlarging our tent again which is a further fulfillment of this word.
Here is the encouragement and challenge I see in these verses.
When God says ENLARGE YOUR TENT ….
1. God is asking us to make room for more people.
God's heart is for the lost and for the coming generations. Our theme is "Building for the Generations".
The reason we need to be concerned about church growth is because people matter to God.
That is the reason we invest our time, energy and finances into enlarging our tent and offering the many programs we do.
That is the reason we don't pull back and say we are large enough. To say that is to say we don't care about those outside of our church. Because we do care -we will make room for more people.
When God says STRETCH YOUR TENT CURTAINS WIDE …. 2. God is asking us to be accepting of all people.
God is asking us to open our doors to people of all ages, ethnic, religious and social backgrounds. Those struggling with sin. Those hurting and in bondage.  God is asking us to Accept. Love and Disciple them into fully devoted followers of Jesus
We are to welcome them into the full life of the church and our friendships. We are to use their gifts to serve and advance the kingdom.
When God says LENGTHEN YOUR CORDS…. 3.
God is asking us to reach beyond our walls.
In Verse 3 God is saying they are to lift their vision higher and broader. He tells them to spread out to the right and to the left; and their descendants will dispossess nations and settle in their desolate cities.
To me this speaks of local and global missions. It speaks of new areas of outreach ministry.
I believe God is going to birth and bring to us more opportunities, both locally and globally.
When God says STRENGTHEN THE STAKES …. 4.
God is asking us to pay attention to the core areas that keep the tent strong.
